
 

 

+ D. U. C. C.  DIGEST 
Dover United Church of Christ          January, 2022 

 

Open and Affirming Covenant  
The congregation of Dover United Church of Christ, in the spirit of Christ’s invitation, “Look, I have set before you an open 
door,” welcomes all who seek to know and share God’s love.  We affirm the dignity and worth of every person and 
celebrate the diversity in which God created us, each in God’s image and loved by God. We declare ourselves to be an 
Open and Affirming congregation, welcoming persons of every race, language, gender, age, sexual orientation, gender 
identity or expression, ability, and economic status into full membership and participation in the life, worship, rites and 
sacraments of this church.  We commit to model a community of faith that works toward openness and understanding, 
offering justice, reconciliation, healing and wholeness of life for all people.   
 

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 
(Romans 15:7) 

 

 

 

         

 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 2 

SHOWERS OF BLESSINGS WORSHIP 

PORK & SAUERKRAUT LUNCH 

FOLLOWED BY THE MOVIE, 

HARRY POTTER & THE SORCERER’S STONE 

 

Begin Your NEW YEAR BLESSED! 

On the first Sunday of the New Year, January 2, let’s share our Blessings!  Having kept our Blessing 
Jars all during the month of December, bring your Blessing Jars back to church. We will share our 
Showers of Blessings in worship, then we will fellowship with one another downstairs over a meal and 
a movie.  There will be pork and sauerkraut—for some a sign of blessing in the new year—and ham 
and turkey and the side dishes we all bring!  Then we will watch the movie, Harry Potter and the 
Sorcerer’s Stone! 
 
DISCLAIMER: J.K. Rowling’s views on transgender people are NOT shared by this church.  We 
believe the Harry Potter story is about the wonder of love, acceptance and belonging.  It is a story 
about the power of courage and the impact of hope.  Our time is based on a book written by Connie 
Neal entitled The Gospel According to Harry Potter!  For more on this, read the pastor’s reflection. 
 
 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT OF DOVER UCC...gathered in joyful community as children of God and brothers and 
sisters in Christ, we commit ourselves to the hearing, believing, and doing of His Word, shaping our lives by 
supporting one another, worshipping God, promoting justice and spreading the Gospel. 
 



 

 

NEWS-FLASH!!!!! 
On January 22, the Capital Area Polar Plunge will be held at the Conewago Day Use Area of Pinchot 
Park off of Alpine Road. Registration begins at 9:30 A.M. and teams will begin to plunge around noon.  
Teams and Individuals raising money for York County Special Olympics will be there, including your 
very own “The Beach Boys and Friends”. Our team is already registered and anyone wishing to plunge 
with us and/or donate online can go to 2022 Capital Area Polar Plunge - Campaign 
(specialolympicspa.org)  Please support Michael and his friends! 
 

Worship January 9th – 30th The Gospel According to Harry Potter! 
The music and worship team have put together a fun experience for worship and fellowship in January 
for Dover UCC.  From January 9th to the 30th we will celebrate The Gospel According to Harry Potter 
(based on a book by the same name by Connie Neal. 
 
The first thing you may notice when you come to worship on January 9 is that you will be met by 
someone with a “sorting hat.” If you watched the movie, Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone at the 
church the week before, you will know that there are four houses at the Hogwart’s School of Witchcraft 
and Wizardry. Each house has certain values… 

• Gryffindor values courage, bravery, nerve, and chivalry. ... 
• Hufflepuff values hard work, patience, justice, and loyalty. ... 
• Ravenclaw values intelligence, learning, wisdom and wit. ... 
• Slytherin values ambition, shrewdness, and are often destined for greatness 

 
We will invite you to experience the sorting hat and sit in the section of the sanctuary where your house 
will be seated. If you are a parent (and do not trust your child to sit on their own) you may choose to 
not draw and go with your child or if you are in a couple or group that feel you must sit together, then 
only one person should draw from the sorting hat and the other(s) may sit with the one who has drawn.   

• Josh and Jess Markle will bring their leggo Hogwart’s School (the school that Harry attends) and 
have it in the sanctuary for the month of January. 

• Each week, the time with the young at heart will center on a character from the Harry Potter 
stories. If you have a favorite character and are young at heart, share your favorite character 
with Pastor Eva and she will be sure to use your character one Sunday. 

• Each Sunday, you will hear about another portion of Harry Potter’s story and how it relates to 
scripture and our faith.   

• We will have all sorts of sweet treats made by us AND some from the Harry Potter Store.  

• On Friday, January 14, we will host a fellowship event, Dinner and a Movie, where we will eat 
Harry Potter recipes and watch the 2nd Harry Potter movie, Harry Potter and the Chamber of 
Secrets. 

 
Who said church couldn’t be fun!  We will have fun AND learn some spiritual lessons at the same time!  
Join in the fun…and remember to bring your family and friends!!! Especially the Young At Heart both 
young and old! 
 

ALL STAR BREAKFAST 
Help support our students in Dover and participate in the NEST breakfast we will be providing the 
students of the high school once a month. NEST stands for Nurturing Educational Success and 
Transformation. The students will earn the privilege to join us for a breakfast and conversation. This 
month’s will be held on FRIDAY, JANUARY 28 with those helping to fix breakfast at the church 
by 7:00 a.m. Check the bulletin board and sign up if you would be willing to helpout. 
 
 

https://give.specialolympicspa.org/event/2022-capital-area-polar-plunge/e358209
https://give.specialolympicspa.org/event/2022-capital-area-polar-plunge/e358209


 

 

Reflections from the Pastor 
 

How is it that I began reading Harry Potter books?  When our grandchildren brought the first one to us 
and said, “You need to read this!”  That is how I began reading the Harry Potter series.  When I found 
Connie Neal’s book, The Gospel According to Harry Potter, I loved the snippets from Harry Potter laid 
out as spiritual lessons. 
 
At one time, it was the Gospel According to Peanuts or I even heard of one pastor developing a whole 
series on The Golden Girls!  I took a course in seminary called “The Gospel According to Mother 
Goose” where we looked at Biblical themes from children’s literature.  So when I found that book…I 
couldn’t resist and did a series on Harry Potter in the church I was serving. 
 
How do I deal with the fact that J.K. Rowling has made what many would consider disparaging remarks 
about transgender people?  Some believe that Paul hated women because of various scriptures, but 
that does not stop me from reading him.  I will be preaching about Harry Potter and his life, not J.K. 
Rowling.   
 
How do I deal with the fact that Hogwart’s is, after all, a school about witchcraft and wizardry?  I have 
known for a long time that even Christianity can be used for good or for evil.  I believe that the same 
is true for witchcraft and wizardry.  I will never forget when a member of the community died in 
Harrisburg, one of the people from my church attended the funeral and called me afterward incensed 
that a witch had conducted the service!  I asked, “What did she do?”  He said that she read poetry.  
My response was that was appropriate for his life.  Then we had a conversation about witchcraft and 
how it can be used in good ways and is based on natural rhythms.  Remember the Salem witch trials?  
Harry Potter is about the power of love—especially a parent’s love—and how if you have the courage 
to stand for what is right, that will win in the end.  Is that not what we believe?  It is also about 
Hope…that hope always exists.  That is what we have just spent four weeks in Advent worship 
realizing…that hope is there if we allow God to meet us wherever we find ourselves.  Watch how that 
plays out in Harry’s story! 
 
We will be tempted to say there is good and there is evil…but don’t jump too quickly to what belongs in 
what house.  We are tempted to not like the Slytherins but great people who work for good have come 
from that camp…and we may not know how it all plays out…Join me on the journey, won’t you?  It 
should be fun! 
 

Pastor Eva 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  Pastor Eva will be out of the office from December 27 to January 1.  Please 
call Spring Davidson in case of an emergency at 717-302-932-1656 or Mary Duttera at 717-870-
4952 
 

Pastor Eva’s cell phone number is 717-418-9627.  Please call any time for pastoral 
emergencies.  Her office hours:  Tuesdays., Wednesdays and Thursdays, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  
E-Mail:  pastor@doverducc.org. 
 
 

Do you have a prayer concern?  Call Nancy Schubert at 717-292-2113. 

 
 
 
 

mailto:pastor@doverducc.org


 

 

JANUARY NEWS 
 

 
 

“You are never too old to set another goal or  

to dream a new dream.”  C.S. Lewis 

 

READINGS FOR JANUARY: 
JAN 2:  Showers of Blessings!  Bring your Blessing Jars! 
            Ecclesiastes 3:1-13; Matthew 25:31-46 
JAN 9: John 20:26-29 
JAN 16:  Jeremiah 29:13; Matthew 7:7-8 
JAN 23: Romans 3:9-12, 21-26 
JAN 30: Luke 21; 7-13, 34-36 
 

Educational Opportunities in the New Year 
You have your choice of studying the Bible, a book of historical significance OR scriptures that were 
NOT included in the Bible…pick one, two, or join in all the discussions! 
 

On Tuesday mornings at 10:00 a.m. (except on the 2nd Tuesday at 1:00 p.m.) join us for a study of 
scripture.  We read the text together and discuss them.  You may join by zoom or in person.  Contact 
Pastor Eva for the zoom link.  We are currently finishing 1 Corinthians which will be followed by 2 
Corinthians.  The next meeting is January 11 at 1:00 p.m. 
 

On Wednesday evenings at 6:00 p.m., we will study Lost Scriptures: Books that Did Not Make It into 
the New Testament by Bart D. Ehrman. Have you heard of the Gospel of the Nazareans?  The Gospel 
of Mary? The Secret Gospel of Mark? These are all writings that were not included in what we know as 
the Bible.  Why were they not included?  Each one has a story to tell…Our next meeting is January 
12. 
 

On Sunday mornings from 9:00 to 9:45, we will be discussing the book, How the Word Is Passed: A 
Reckoning with the History of Slavery Across America by Clint Smith.  He leads us on an unforgettable 
tour of monuments and landmarks across the United States—those that are honest about the past and 
those that are not.  Together they offer a story about how slavery has been central in shaping our 
nation’s collective history and memory.  Beginning January 16. 
 

DEADLINE FOR FEBRUARY 2022 DIGEST IS SUNDAY, JANUARY 9. 
Early submissions will be most appreciated. 

 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: 
TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY 
9:00 A.M. – 1: 00 P.M. 

 

MORNING CHATTERS… meets the last Tuesday of the month at 9:00 a.m.!  The next meeting will 

be Tuesday, JANUARY 25, 2022.  During the winter months, we are going to try meeting at the 74 



 

 

Restaurant, 4980 Carlisle Rd, Dover.  Our February meeting will be Tuesday FEBRUARY 22, 2022!   

SEE YOU THERE! 

 
NEW ADDRESS   
McNeely, Shannon 
2615 Crystal spring Lane 
Hermitage, TN  37076 

 

Suicide Survivor Support Group:  Dover UCC hosts a suicide survivor support group the first 
Tuesday of the month in the Council room at 6:30-8:00 p.m.  This group can meet face-to-face or 
remotely but you must register first either through Facebook, their website or calling Cindy.  Cindy 
Richard (717) 227-0048 crichard@penn-mar.org for more information.  

 

Thank You! 

Many of you have been faithful in sending in your offerings each week even when we have not been 
meeting in our building.  That has made a world of difference as we pay the bills that are still coming 
in and strive to care for our staff by continuing to pay them.  Please remember our monthly mission 
offering—Heritage Senior Center.  If a check is to be divided, mark in the memo how it is to be 
divided.  Offerings can be mailed in, paid by your bank’s bill paying service, or dropped in the mail 
slot at the church.  The mail is picked up each day and offerings are safely kept for deposit which is 
still done each week.  Thank you for your faithfulness in giving! 
 

Thank you’s…  
 

Thank you dear church family for your expressions of sympathy at the death of my brother, Nick. You 
prayed for him through many years and those prayers were answered. His struggle is over now and 

he knows nothing but joy.  Thank you all,  Mary & Craig Duttera 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:crichard@penn-mar.org


 

 

 
 
 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
There is a birthday listing for two months posted on the bulletin board as you enter the  
church. Please add your name to the calendar if you are not already listed and we'll be sure to 
include your name in the future. Why not send someone on the list a card and wish them a 
Happy Birthday!! 
 
 

 8 Nancy Schubert 24 Sue McNeely  
 10 Wendy Gembe 25 Phil Brown 
 13 Annette Masenheimer 28 Bill Plappert, Sr.  
 16 Sam Eby 30 Michael Brown   
    
  

JANUARY ALTAR FLOWERS 
If there are any changes for the bulletin, please contact the church office at least one 
week ahead.  The cost of Altar Flowers is $30.00 and special arrangement is $30.00. 
Please make all checks payable to Dover UCC. If mailing your check, send it to the church office, 45 
West Canal Street, Dover, 17315.  If payment is included in the offering envelope, please indicate 
“altar flowers” on the envelope.  If you would like to order a special arrangement in honor or 
loving memory, please contact the Church Office at 717-292-3743. 
 

 JANUARY   FEBRUARY    
 January 2 Bill & Karen Plappert February 7 Gina Nell 
 January 9 Bill & Karen Plappert February 14 Barb Kimpel 
 January 16 Carl Fry February 21 Jeff & LouAnn Fenstermacher 
 January 23 Phil & Nancy Brown February 28 Helen Landis 
 January 30 Chuck & Tonia Reinert 

 
ALTAR FLOWER SPONSORS NEEDED! 

The following Sundays are available:  April 10, May 15, and June 26.  Please contact the 
Church Office at 717-292-3743 if you would like to sponsor. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

 

JANUARY DATES TO REMEMBER 

 
 

January 1, 2022  Happy New Year!   

January 2, Sunday  Celebrate Showers of Blessings  

    ADULT FAITH FORMATION – 9:00 A.M.  In person or Zoom 
    WORSHIP – 10:00 a.m. – With Communion - In-person, live stream on 
Facebook  
    and Uberconference.at 717-297-0750. 
    Benevolent Offering 
    PORK & SAUERKRAUT LUNCH FOLLOWED BY THE MOVIE,  
    HARRY POTTER & THE SORCERER’S STONE 
January 3, Monday  Church office hours:  9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
    Petals – 1:00 – 1:30 p.m. 
    “TNT” – 4:00 – 6:00 p.m. 
    Zumba – 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
January 4, Tuesday  Kids Club – 4:00 – 6:00 p.m. 
    Girl Scouts – 6:00 p.m. 
    Suicide Survivor Support Group – 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. 
January 5, Wednesday CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED  
    Petals – 1:00 – 1:30 p.m. 
    Boy Scouts – 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
    Bell Choir – 7:00 p.m. (Fellowship Hall) 
January 6, Thursday  Boy Scouts – 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
    Yoga – 5:30 – 6:30 p.m./6:45 – 7:45 p.m. (Sanctuary or Youth Room) 
    Choir – 7:00 p.m. 
January 8, Saturday  Yoga - 8:30 – 9:30 a.m. (Sanctuary or Youth Room) 
January 9, Sunday   ADULT FAITH FORMATION – 9:00 A.M. in person or zoom 
    WORSHIP – 10:00 a.m. In-person, live stream on Facebook and  
    Uberconference.at 717-297-0750. 
    DUCC DIGEST DEADLINE 
    MISSION MOMENT:  Heritage Senior Center  
January 10, Monday  Petals – 1:00 – 2:30 p.m. 
    “TNT” – 4:00 – 6:00 p.m. 
    Zumba – 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
    Dover UCC Council meeting – 6:30 p.m. – in person or by zoom.  The  
    congregation is welcome to attend, If you would like the zoom connection,  
    please contact Pastor Eva. 
January 11, Tuesday  Bible Study – 1:00 p.m. 
    Kids Club – 4:00 – 6:00 p.m. 
    Yoga – 5:30 – 6:30 p.m./6:45 – 7:45 p.m. (Sanctuary or Youth Room) 
    Girl Scouts – 6:00 p.m. 
    Boy Scouts Troop 67 Committee – 7:00 p.m. 
January 12, Wednesday Petals – 1:00 – 2:30 p.m. 
    Boy Scouts – 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. (Fellowship Hall) 
    Bible Study – 6:00 p.m. 
    Bell Choir – 7:00 p.m.  
January 13, Thursday  Boy Scouts – 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
    Yoga – 5:30 – 6:30 p.m./6:45 – 7:45 p.m. (Sanctuary or Youth Room) 



 

 

    Choir – 7:00 p.m. 
January 14, Friday  DINNER AND A MOVIE - HARRY POTTER & THE CHAMBER OF SECRETS 
January 16, Sunday  ADULT FAITH FORMATION – 9:00 A.M.  In person or Zoom 
    WORSHIP – 10:00 a.m. - In-person, live stream on Facebook and  
    Uberconference.at 717-297-0750. 
January 17, Monday  Petals – 1:00 – 2:30 p.m. 
    “TNT” – 4:00 – 6:00 p.m. 
    Zumba – 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
January 18, Tuesday  Bible Study – 10:00 a.m. 
    Kids Club – 4:00 – 6:00 p.m. 
    Yoga – 5:30 – 6:30 p.m./6:45 – 7:45 p.m. (Sanctuary or Youth Room) 
    Girl Scouts – 6:00 p.m. 
January 19, Wednesday Petals – 1:00 – 2:30 p.m. 
    Boy Scouts – 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. (Fellowship Hall) 
    Bible Study – 6:00 p.m. 
    Bell Choir – 7:00 p.m.  
January 20, Thursday  Boy Scouts – 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
    Yoga – 5:30 – 6:30 p.m./6:45 – 7:45 p.m. (Sanctuary or Youth Room) 
    Choir – 7:00 p.m. 
January 22, Saturday POLAR PLUNGE!  Participate or support one of the Beach Boys! 
January 23, Sunday  ADULT FAITH FORMATION – 9:00 A.M.  In person or Zoom 
    WORSHIP – 10:00 a.m. - In-person, live stream on Facebook and  
    Uberconference.at 717-297-0750. 
    Facilities in use:  12:00 – 5:00 p.m. 
January 24, Monday  Petals – 1:00 – 2:30 p.m. 
    “TNT” – 4:00 – 6:00 p.m. 
    Zumba – 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
January 25, Tuesday  MORNING CHATTERS – 9:00 A.M. - At the church   
    Kids Club – 4:00 – 6:00 p.m. 
    Yoga – 5:30 – 6:30 p.m./6:45 – 7:45 p.m. (Sanctuary or Youth Room) 
    Girl Scouts – 6:00 p.m. 
January 26, Wednesday Petals – 1:00 – 2:30 p.m. 
    Boy Scouts – 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. (Fellowship Hall) 
    Bible Study – 6:00 p.m. 
    Bell Choir – 7:00 p.m.  
January 27, Thursday  Boy Scouts – 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
    Yoga – 5:30 – 6:30 p.m./6:45 – 7:45 p.m. (Sanctuary or Youth Room) 
    Choir – 7:00 p.m. 
January 28, Friday  All Star Breakfast – 7:00 a.m. – VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
January 30, Sunday  ADULT FAITH FORMATION – 9:00 A.M.  In person or Zoom 
    WORSHIP – 10:00 a.m. - In-person, live stream on Facebook and  
    Uberconference.at 717-297-0750. 
    Facilities in use:  12:00 – 5:00 p.m. 
January 31, Monday  Church office hours:  9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
    Petals – 1:00 – 1:30 p.m. 
    “TNT” – 4:00 – 6:00 p.m. 
    Zumba – 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
February 1, Tuesday  Bible Study – 10:00 a.m. 
    Kids Club – 4:00 – 6:00 p.m. 
    Girl Scouts – 6:00 p.m. 
    Suicide Survivor Support Group – 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. 
February 2, Wednesday CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED  
    Petals – 1:00 – 2:30 p.m. 
    Boy Scouts – 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. (Fellowship Hall) 
    Bible Study – 6:00 p.m. 



 

 

    Bell Choir – 7:00 p.m.  

 
 
 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER OUR SHUT-INS 
       

 Gerry Shaffer Deloris Crone Gina Nell 
 3411 Sycamore Road ProMedica ProMedica #2B 
 Dover, PA  17315 1770 Barley Road 2400 Kingston Court 
 717-292-2867 York, PA  17404 York, PA  17402 

   717-814-4824 
 Hilda Eyster Fay Gentzler     
 74 Chesapeake Estates 1920 Trolley Road #229   
 Thomasville, PA 17364    York, PA  17408  
 717-792-0496 614-325-1635 (cell)   
 

The following people have agreed to visit:          
        

JAN – Would you be willing to help? JULY- Nancy Brown  
FEB - Would you be willing to help? AUG - Tonia Reinert 
MAR - Nancy Brown SEPT Would you be willing to help? 
APR - Would you be willing to help? OCT - Millie Murray & Kay Fickes 
MAY - Annette Masenheimer & Spring Davidson NOV - Cathy Dietrich   
JUN - Anna Gladfelter DEC – Mary Duttera    
   

Remember our members at the Brethren Home Community (with cards) 
 

Jack Strausbaugh - Wayne & Dodie Gross 
    
 

Call the Church Office at 717-292-3743 with any changes. 
 

People are needed to visits our shut-ins!  Would you be willing to help?  The months available 
are January, February, April and September.  If you would be willing to visit, either alone or 
with a “buddy,” please contact the Church Office at 717-292-3743.  Thank you.  The shut-ins 
will appreciate it! 
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DOVER UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
45 West Canal Street 
Dover, PA   17315 

(717) 292-3743 

www.doverducc.org 
office@doverducc.org  

 
 Book Discussion  9:00 AM (Not during the summer) 
 Worship Service    10:00 AM Children’s Church (not at the present time) 
  

Pastor Eva O’Diam 
pastor@doverducc.org 

 

 Willie Scofield   Secretary Susan Storm Organist & Choir Director 
 Sue McNeely Bookkeeper Willie Scofield  Financial Secretary 
    Barchue Guar  Sexton 
  

Youth Advisor – PERHAPS YOU? 
 

Guild Officers:  President – Neil Stayrook; Vice President – Linda Thompson 
Annette Masenheimer - Secretary; Millie Murray – Treasurer 

 

DOVER UCC CHURCH COUNCIL 
 President – Jeff Millford Vice President  
 Treasurer – Spring Davidson Evangelism/Outreach Ministry Team– Kathy Fearnbaugh 
 Council Secretary – Pam Rutledge Music/Worship Ministry Team – Anna Gladfelter 
 Property/Grounds Ministry Team – Tom Miller Membership Ministry Team – Jim Markle 
 Fellowship Ministry Team – Steph Brown Faith Formation Ministry Team – Roxie Konzal 

mailto:office@doverducc.org

